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MONGOLIA A vast, sparsely populated democracy between Russia and China

MONGOLIA AT A  GLANCE

3.57 M
population (2025)

603,909
square miles

WORLD’S LEAST DENSELY
POPULATED SOVEREIGN 
COUNTRY

≈ 6 people / sq. mi.

Landlocked • 18th-largest country
Capital: Ulaanbaatar

SIZE COMPARISON

AKMN

Mongolia is only ~9% 
smaller

than Alaska by total 
area.

POLITICAL SYSTEM TODAY

Multiparty parliamentary 
democracy
under the 1992 Constitution

PARLIAMENT

State Great Khural

Unicameral legislature
126 members since 2024

PRIME MINISTER

Head of Government

Leads the cabinet and
day-to-day government

PRESIDENT

Head of State

Directly elected; shares
executive responsibilities

MODERN ERA — FROM EMPIRE’S SHADOW T O DEMOCRACY

1911

Declares independence
from Qing China

1921–24

Soviet-backed revolution;
People’s Republic founded

1990

Peaceful democratic
revolution; multiparty era

1992

New democratic
constitution takes effect

2024

Parliament expands to 
126;

mixed electoral system

WHY IT STANDS OUT  •  Nomadic heritage + vast steppe and Gobi landscapes + a modern democracy strategically positioned betwee n Russia and China

Sources: W orld Bank (2025 population); U.S. Census Bureau (Alaska area); Parliament of Mongolia; U.S. State Dept.  historical background. Note:  Mongolia is the least densely populated sovereign country—not the country with the smallest population.

SOVIET ERA 1921–1990  •  Mongolia was a communist Soviet ally, heavily dependent on Moscow; Soviet 

troops were stationed in the country.





Mongol Empire

Mongol leader Genghis Khan (1162-1227) 
rose from humble beginnings to establish 
the largest land empire in history. After 
uniting the nomadic tribes of the 
Mongolian plateau, he conquered huge 
chunks of central Asia and China. His 
descendants expanded the empire even 
further, advancing to such far-off places 
as Poland, Vietnam, Syria and Korea. At 
their peak, the Mongols controlled 
between 11 and 12 million contiguous 
square miles, an area about the size of 
Africa. Many people were slaughtered in 
the course of Genghis Khan’s invasions, 
but he also granted religious freedom to 
his subjects, abolished torture, 
encouraged trade and created the first 
international postal system. Genghis 
Khan died in 1227 during a military 
campaign against the Chinese kingdom 
of Xi Xia. His final resting place remains 
unknown.







Legendary Nomads Restaurant Show
Watch Video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JYTRPd5tRiYqFBe7SyPfhJe5D4Gpx1zo/view?usp=sharing


Sükhbaatar Square, Ulanbaatar





Whirling Dervish in Ulanbataar





Buddhist Temples of Mongolia
A photographic journey

Watch Video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HIA5XoppvBZvMmx5d-wHUhoBS7nnNIo4/view?usp=sharing




THE GOBI DESERT

MONGOLIA’S VAST COLD DESERT • FAR MORE THAN SAND DUNES

Rock, gravel plains, mountains and dunes

A “COLD DESERT”

Stretching across southern Mongolia and 
northern China, the Gobi is a high-elevation 
continental desert. Winters can be bitterly 
cold, summers hot, and temperatures can 
change dramatically within a single day.

NOT A SEA OF SAND

Much of the Gobi is exposed rock, gravel plain 
and dry steppe rather than dunes. Its scenery 
ranges from sand dunes to rugged mountains, 
deep canyons and red sandstone cliffs.

A DINOSAUR TREASURE HOUSE
The Mongolian Gobi contains some of the world’s 
richest Cretaceous fossil sites. At Bayanzag —
the Flaming Cliffs — 1920s expeditions 
uncovered dinosaur nests and eggs, transforming 
understanding of dinosaur reproduction.

LIFE IN AN EXTREME LANDSCAPE
Despite its aridity, the Gobi supports nomadic 
herders and remarkable wildlife, including Bactrian 
camels. Mountain areas such as Gobi Gurvan 
Saikhan create unexpected habitats — including 
dramatic Yolyn Am canyon.

Tsagaan Suvarga • Del Uul Petroglyphs • Three Beauties National Park • Yolin Am Canyon • Flaming Cliffs • Tugrugiin Shiree
Terelj National Park • Ariyabal Meditation Center • Thirteenth Century Park • 131-foot-tall Genghis Khan Statue • Hustai National Park

Immense horizons, sparse settlement and landscapes preserving both Mongolia’s nomadic present and its prehistoric past.

SITES ON MY TRIP



Off to the Gobi Desert we go!



Tsagaan 
Suvarga:

Grand Canyon 
of the Gobi 

Desert
Watch Video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HQdQp2CGEOxgCv3wgPANS0nmNlX2wYTk/view?usp=sharing


Del Uul Petroglyphs:
5000 rock carvings dating back to 3000 BCE



Three Beauties National Park



Flaming Cliffs:
Dinosaur eggs discovered in 1923

Fighting dinosaurs fossils found in 1971 in Tugrugiin Shiree





Turtle Rock 
in Terelj 
National 

Park



Aryabal Meditation Center in Terelj National Park











Throat Singer

Watch Video

Mongolian throat singing, or 
Khöömii (also spelled hoomii), is 
an ancient vocal art where a 
singer produces a deep 
foundational low note and a high 
whistling overtone at the same 
time. This creates the acoustic 
illusion of one person singing two 
or more notes simultaneously.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vIG9X77NSFrQWlCn3Y_MYvDMNuxKxQ-n/view?usp=sharing
https://folkways.si.edu/throat-singing-unique-vocalization-three-cultures/world/music/article/smithsonian






Genghis Khan Statue Complex:
Opened in 2008 to commemorate 800 
years since the founding of the Mongol 

Empire









Hustai National Park:
Home to 400 Przewalski’s wild horses

Watch Video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-_PAUO-6hBq2SHSoIMkpg5S8xuu4yzSF/view?usp=sharing


Abe on various modes of transportation



13th Century Park





Naadam 
Festival

Watch Video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U7MaabgdZrkXCXQ015V9kUyQaV2JOJvg/view?usp=sharing


Naadam 
Festival  

Watch Video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qbkp6SjkM7i13RwtDBrPxY938orv-Gje/view?usp=drive_link


Naadam 
Festival

Watch Video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hs3BdhjWHvvbU1KeEstoOIY8ugaagg86/view?usp=drive_link


One Last Set 
of Photos
Watch Video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LmypJQ2e2WLeEowlfnDMdu07VobpoBhW/view?usp=sharing
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