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Neal





Ambassadors
on journeys to 

Australia and New 
Zealand



Cleared eye and 
bushy tailed 

arrival in Sydney



Highlights of Sydney and the Blue 
Mountains







We get together with members of the 2 Sydney FF clubs



Sightseeing at Manly Beach with Sydney club members



The Mt Barker Club

Web Page

https://friendshipforce-aussie.org/index.php/mount-barker-myclub-blog






Welcome Aussie barbeque



Mt Barker Home Hosts and Ambassadors



Strawberry 
Farm afternoon 
tea with some 
of our hosts





Anzac Day (Apr 25 – Commemorates all who served and 
died in military operations in Australia and New Zealand 



Ambassadors taking out hosts to dinner at Vietnamese 
Restaurant in Mt Barker



Laratinga Wetlands





Wine tasting at the Nepenthe Cellar Door in the 
Adelaide Hills





A day sightseeing in Adelaide





South Australia Museum, Adelaide



Botanical Gardens, Adelaide





Gorge Wildlife Park









Abe hosted by Phil and Julie Barnett





Who knew! Wellington is the world’s windiest city!  (May 1, 2025)



Wētā Workshop, Wellington
Worked on Lord of the Rings, Avatar and Dune



On a tour of 
New 
Zealand 
Parliament in 
Wellington



The Manawatu/Whanganui Club 

The Whanganui club was the first Friendship Force Club in NZ and was formed in 
1983. Following the pandemic it merged with the Manawatu club. The combined 

club has about 30 members.

Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/WanganuiFriendshipForce/








Touring Massey University



and then IPU (Institute of the Pacific United)



National Wildlife Center in Pukaha





Kiwi, the New 
Zealand National 

Bird

The kiwi bird's specialties 
include being the only bird 
with nostrils at the tip of its 

beak, giving it a powerful 
sense of smell to find 

food; its fur-like feathers 
and whiskers, making it 

seem like a mammal; being 
flightless with tiny 

wings; and laying huge eggs 
relative to its size, all 

adaptations for its 
nocturnal, ground-dwelling 

life in New Zealand's 
forests.



Watching the Kākā bird 
being fed at the Wildlife 
Center

The New Zealand Kākā (Nestor 
meridionalis) is a noisy, intelligent 
forest parrot known for its brush-like 
tongue used to feed on nectar and sap. 
These olive-brown birds are highly 
social, often moving in flocks and 
engaging in playful behavior. They are 
skilled forest engineers, using strong 
beaks to dig for grubs and shred bark.





Meeting with the Mayor of Whanganui





The Manawatu and Whanganui groups in front of the Art Museum in Whanganui



Maori singers practicing for a concert



Adventure getting to and views from Durie Hill



Whanganui Ambassadors go on a paddle boat trip



Taking hosts to 
dinner at the 

Essence Café 
& Bar in 

Palmerston 
North



Rock of 
Friendship, 
Kowhai Park,
Manawatu





Lunch at the 
Rudyard Inn,
Whanganui



Didn’t know how smart cows really are until we 
visited this robotic cow milking farm in Feilding!

The Lely Astronaut is a leading automatic milking system (robot) designed for 
24/7, voluntary milking, allowing cows to freely choose when to be milked, 
eat, or rest. Using lasers and 3D cameras for gentle, precise teat cup attachment, 
it improves cow comfort, health, and milk yield. The latest versions include the 
A5 and the large-farm-focused Astronaut Max.





Coach House Museum in Feilding





Hosts and Ambassadors in NZ





Madeleine with 
her host 
Christina 
celebrating a 
“big” birthday!





Farewell “fish and 
chips” dinner with 
the  Manawatu folks



At the home of Stewart and Elizabeth Picken 
hosts for Abe & Neal





Flight from Patterson North to Auckland on board a propeller plane



View from 1500’ above Queenstown 



Birds of Australia and New Zealand



Highlights of Christchurch



Neil and Abe 
piloting a 
Boeing 737-
800 
simulation



Dinner at John and 
Elaine Hannah’s 
home outside of 

Christchurch.

Joined by David and 
Jan who hosted Neal 
and Abe on our post-

post stay in 
Christchurch.



Land of the Long White Cloud



Acknowledging the indigenous people when visiting lands that 
used to belong to them.
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